[Importance of ECG and chest x-ray of ambulant patients with chest pain].
107 consecutive outpatients were examined prospectively to evaluate the contribution of clinical history, ECG and chest X-ray to diagnosis of chest pain. Based on patient history, clinical examination, ECG and chest X-ray, 23 (21.5%) of all patients had chest pain related to organic disease, whereas in 84 (78.5%) patients the symptomatology was of a functional/psychosomatic nature. In chest pain of organic origin ECG and chest X-ray contributed to diagnosis in 1/4 of the cases. In patients with so-called functional chest pain, ECG and chest X-ray were of no diagnostic value but had a psychological and therapeutic effect in a way that facilitated patient management.